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real sale at all (y), the purchaser obtains no title. If
there has been merely an irregularity in the proceedings,
the purchaser is not deprived thereby of a good title to
the goods (z).
The landlord cannot legally purchase the goods himself,
even when the sale is by auction (a).
Any surplus after satisfying the rent and expenses of
sale must be left in the hands of the sheriff, for the owner's
use (6).
section 4—distress for rates and taxes and for
fines
Rates.—Distress may be levied for the non-payment
of rates, but the right is limited to the goods of the person
assessed (c). Goods on hire or hire-purchase are not in
general distrainable for rates owed by the hirer (d), but
many local authorities have power under local or private
Acts to levy for rates in the same way as a landlord in
respect of rent. Enquiry should be made locally as cases
arise. If a defaulting ratepayer has granted a bill of
sale by way of security for the payment of money, he will
be afforded no protection by such bill of sale in respect of
the goods included in it (e)t and the existence of an
equitable charge on chattels does not avail to protect
(v) King v. England (1864), 4 B. & S. 782 ;   18 Digest 352, 898.
(z) Lyon v. Weldon (1824), 2 Bing. 334 ;   18 Digest 341, 772.
 (a)	King v. England,  supra;   Moore,  Nettlefold  &  Co. v.  Singer
Mfg. Co., [1904] 1 K.B. 820 ;   IS Digest 352, 899.
 (b)	Distress Act, 1689, s. 1 ;   5 Halsbury's Statutes 140.    And see
Evans v. Wright (1857), 2 H. & N. 527 ;   18 Digest 354, 914.
 (c)	Poor Relief Act, 1601, s. 2 ;   14 Halsbury's Statutes 478 ;   Poor
Relief Act, 1743, s. 7 ;   14 Halsbury's Statutes 488;   Poor Relief Act,
1814, s. 12 ;   14 Halsbury's Statutes 496 ;   The Distress Costs Acts,
1817 & 1827 ;   see also Ryde on Rating, 4th Ed., p. 883 ;   Stevens v.
Evans (1761), 2 Burr. 1152 ;  18 Digest 396, 7,377 ; see also the Distress
for Rates Act, 1849, Sched. Warrant;   14 Halsbury's Statutes 515.
But see Peppercorn v. H of man (1842), 9 M. & \V. 618 ;   18 Digest 397,
1386.
 (d)	See  Prudential Mortgage Co.  v.  Marylebone  Boroush  Council
(1910), 8 L.G.R. 901 ;   7 Digest 10, 40.
 (e)	Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882, s. 14 ;   2 Hals-
bury's Statutes 106.

